
 

 

 

 

VIRGINIA SOLAR LAND USE NEWS OF NOTE 

October 2, 2023 

 
Solar | Amherst County 

 
On September 21, the Planning Commission voted for the second time to recommend denial of a 
Special Use Permit for Piney River Solar, a 50 MW, 300 acre facility developed by Energix. In 
March, the Planning Commission first voted to recommend denying the project, after which 
Energix revised its plans in order to scale down the scope of the project, including reducing the 
panel array area by 175 acres. Read more here. 
 

Solar | Botetourt County 
 
On September 26, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve a Special Exception Permit for Solar 
Star Buchanan 2, a 4.5 MW, 17 acre facility developed by TotalEnergies. The Board unanimously 
approved the permit, after the project was praised for helping a multi-generation farm continue 
its use of its property for agriculture. Read more here.  
 

Solar Policy | Buckingham County 
 
On September 11, the Board of Supervisors voted to amend the solar policy (not a binding 
ordinance) to provide guidelines for the siting, development, operations and decommissioning of 
solar facilities. Among these changes is a 7,500 acre cap of fenced areas of all solar facilities. This 
is approximately 2% of the acreage in the county. The county currently has three facilities 
approved and one under consideration, totaling 1,603 acres that count towards the cap. Read 
more here. 
 

Solar | Clarke County 
 
On October 6, the Planning Commission will hold a hearing on a Special Use Permit for a 50 MW, 
400 acre site developed by Horus Virginia I LLC and on Audley Farm, an up-to 100 MW, 450 acre 
facility developed by Urban Grid. As noted in the September 19 Newsletter, the Planning 
Commission recently held a work session to start the process of potentially amending the 
ordinance in response to the Board’s resolution to put in place a moratorium, although staff has 
indicated this will not be a hurried process. It has been suggested that the moratorium push 
arose in reaction to a particular SUP application. Read more here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newsadvance.com/news/community/new-era-progress/piney-river-solar-project-again-gets-denial-recommendation-from-amherst-commission/article_9d65f7c6-5e77-11ee-8390-cb256d3f44b5.html
https://thefranklinnewspost.com/botetourt-county-signs-off-on-solar-farm/article_1e6df58a-5e23-11ee-a4ea-77c04cc26cbc.html
https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2023/09/solar-farms-restricted-by-buckingham-county-supervisors/
https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2023/09/solar-farms-restricted-by-buckingham-county-supervisors/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hhZEnqcnSF4udOv9Jds0KL_I8HofqPfP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.winchesterstar.com/winchester_star/solar-power-plant-being-considered-at-historic-audley-farm-in-clarke-county/article_9b1bf381-fe22-5801-a662-0c301d18deba.html


 

 
 
 

Solar | Halifax County 
 
Tonight, the Board of Supervisors will meet to consider whether Hillandale Solar 737 acre facility 
developed by Strata Clean Energy, is “substantially in accord” with the Comprehensive Plan of 
the county under VA Code 15.2-2232. (60 MW of the project are in Halifax County and 42 MWs 
are in Pittsylvania County.) At a September 19th meeting, the Planning Commission voted to 
recommend a denial of the project.  If the project clears the 2232 hurdle, the Board may vote on 
whether it will be issued a conditional use permit. The Supervisors would also vote on the siting 
agreement for Hillandale Solar, which would generate $9.8 million for the county over the course 
of 30 years. Read more here and here. 
 

Solar Ordinance | Town of Halifax  
 
On September 27, the Planning Commission unanimously voted to recommend amendments to 
the Town code which would allow medium and small scale solar facilities to operate within Town 
limits. Under the amended ordinance, developers can build solar generation facilities up to 5 MW 
in residential R-1 Zones with a Special Use Permit. Read more here.   
 

Battery Storage | Henrico County 
 
On September 18, Dominion Energy filed with the State Corporation Commission to propose the 
11 MW Darbytown Storage Pilot Project, a battery storage project that will test two new 
technologies and alternatives to lithium-ion batteries. The program will be located at the existing 
Darbytown Power Station in the county. Read more here and here.  
 
   
 

GreeneHurlocker marks the 20th edition of this newsletter.  Comments?  Ideas?  
Contact us. Jared Burden, jburden@greenehurlocker.com or Claire Gardner, 

cgardner@greenehurlocker.com  

https://www.sovanow.com/articles/fate-of-long-island-solar-in-hands-of-halifax-county-supervisors/
https://www.sovanow.com/articles/halifax-county-planners-give-thumbs-down-to-solar-project/
https://www.sovanow.com/articles/halifax-planners-recommend-solar-ordinance-changes/
https://news.dominionenergy.com/2023-09-19-Dominion-Energy-explores-pioneering-battery-storage-technologies-in-Virginia
https://www.power-technology.com/news/dominion-plan-battery-storage-virginia/?cf-view
mailto:jburden@greenehurlocker.com
mailto:cgardner@greenehurlocker.com

